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marshy and sterile, producing only few and stunted
trees; the climate is harsh and cold, but three or
four months of the year being free from snow and
ice. Worst of all is the summer plague of mosqui-
toes, which are larger and more numerous than in
Canada. Nevertheless, human beings can live there
with comfort, as far as food is concerned, for game
of all sorts is abundant.

Marest has improved every opportunity to tell the
savages about God; he has learned many words of
their language, and has made a dictionary of these.
He has baptized a few savages, who have since gone
to heaven. Early in September, 1695, the two
French vessels depart, leaving a garrison at the
fort,— where Marest prefers to remain, that he may
console the French, and, when more at leisure, learn
the savage tongue. But English ships soon come
to Hudson Bay, and recapture their fort; Marest is
taken to England as a prisoner, but is afterward sent
to France.

CLXXXII. Gravier writes from Paris (March 6,
1707) to Tamburini, general of the order, announcing
his arrival from Louisiana. He has come to France
to procure new missionaries, and to obtain a decision
in certain vexed questions of morality and ecclesiasti-
cal procedure. Gravier describes the arduous mis-
sions which he and Marest are carrying on in Illinois;
and states that almost the entire village of Kaskaskia
is now converted to the true faith.

CLXXXIII. Returning to Louisiana, Gravier
writes (February 23, 1708), just two months before
his death, an account of the mission in that colony,
especially referring to the unpleasant relations
between the Jesuits and the Seminary priests from



